BY ANNE COLLINS
Special to The Globe and Mail

N TUESDAY morning
in Washington, eight
Canadians will take
the Central - Intelli-
gence Agency to court.
Whether they win their
suit or not, in the act
itself they 'should find
a kind of vindication.

All of them are ex-inmates of

tute; all are ex-patients of its
founder and former director, Dr.
‘Ewen Cameron. In the late fifties
and early sixties he subjected more
than 50 patients to various forms of
experimental ummngmao treat-
‘ments.

Some were injected with
LSD! or sodium amytal and
. forced .to- listen to endless

loops  of taped ' voices
. exhorting them to improve
their behavior.

Others were -put
-into  a chemical

sleep for weeks or

_months at-a time,
treated t0 massive '\
electroshock thera-
py until they. were
“depatterned” - and

neither where they
were nor who they
were; and they were
forced to listen to the &
voices, playing from speak- .}
ers on the wall or under their ;
pillows, demanding Smn they
get better.

Most believed Emw had __
brought this on themselves .
through their mental ill- .
ness. They blamed them- . .
selves for their: own \ T
: pain and the pain. they
caused their families. §
Dr. Cameron was, af-
‘ter. all; trying to help ,.
them.: Who would be-
lieve - -otherwise?  He
was at. the pinnacle of
:the psychiatric. pro-:

i fession;. 9@ were! \.\_
mental ‘  patients. &
,-Some could not exactly re-

. member what happened to them,
: Agwsmw — just that there was a be-
fore and an after in their lives, with
their stay at the Allan Bm_.wEm the
_dividing line.,
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Blowing their cover

Canadian victims take the ClA to court

Cameron died of a heart attack-
while climbing a mountain in the
Adirondacks, the news broke that
in thé years the plaintiffs had been
in his care he had received funds
from the CIA in its covert investi-
gations of brainwashing and mind™
control. A cold-war intelligence
fantasy had been realized to dev-
astating effect in -their lives, and
Dr. Cameron, whether he was
aware of the source of funds or not,
had visited it upon them. y

Decades of private pain were
transformed; at last they were able
to blame some force outside them-
selves for their suffering.

. But to get the case to trial exac-
Hma its own price. Val Orlikow, the
wife of New Democratic MP David

Orlikow, was the first plaintiff;
when her - husband
mvuamowma Washington
civil liberties lawyer Jo-
seph Rauh to take the
case in 1979, Mr. Rauh
was sure wm could win
* an out-of-court set-
tlement. The CIA had
been contrite when
the details of Em
. mind-control.
program Gm:ma

g. MKULTRA) .
Y came out, and
jl -the . .director,
' Admiral

- Stansfield Turner,
had promised to
make reparations to
! unwitting victims.
ﬁ?_ . But Ronald Reagan
hille Was elected President.
Wll'e in 1980, and the CIA
3 .., . nmmmmn to be contrite..
* In fact, the suit be-
* eame a litmus test of.
\ .the agency’s rebora;

- influence and power a3
Mr. - Rauh, - his young.
associate, Jim Turner,
and his generally
. elderly: and: ~ frail -
r - iNe  plaintiffs struggled to.

w rf ‘wify  a  stone-walling:

: swar of attrition. One of:
, '...: thé original nine plaintiffs,
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4 . Flo Langleben, has died, ..

snamma and Mr. Rauh, now in his-

70s, retired in 1987 be-.
nmcmm o» ill-health. But not before:
he developed an overpowering dis=-
taste for “quiet Qw_oEno% Cana~-
dian-style. - i3
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