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Momentum continues to grow for MindFreedom/Support Coalition International's 2005 Action Conference: Activism for Human Rights in Mental Health: How the Law Can Support Grassroots Action for Human Rights in the Mental Health System.  The 2005 Action Conference will bring together key leaders, activists, allies and advocates in the field of human rights for people labeled with psychiatric disabilities.  Today the initial lineup was announced for the conference, taking place April 29-May 2, 2005, at the American University Washington College of Law, including the participation of Robert Whitaker, award winning author of Mad in America: Bad Science, Bad Medicine and the Enduring Mistreatment of the Mentally Ill.  David Oaks, Director of Mind Freedom, said "We are seeing a lot of interest in this conference and expect it to get even more exciting.  This is not just another conference -- we are coming out of it with troops ready, willing and able to fight the corrupt dominance of the Psycho-Pharmaceutical Complex."  Conference co-coordinator, Krista Erickson, added "Space is limited to 150 people so only those committed to rolling up their sleeves and getting to work need register." 
The conference features a nonviolent protest of the Pharmaceutical Research and Manufacturers of America (PHRMA) and six facilitated tracks that will develop specific action and implementation plans.
1. US Congress/Federal Government. Countering the improper influence of the Psycho-Pharmaceutical Complex on the US government.  Facilitator: Dominick Riccio, PhD, Executive Director of the International Center for the Study of Psychology and Psychiatry (ICSPP

2. Public Education and the Media.  Obtaining media coverage of the corrupt psychiatric practices routinely utilized to violate people's rights and subject them to harmful, ineffective -- even fatal --drugs and procedures.  Facilitators: Robert Whitaker and Laurie Ahern, co-founder of the National Empowerment Center, currently with Mental Disability Rights International (MDRI).
3. International:  Working with The World Health Organization (WHO) and the United Nations (UN) to combat international abuses, including enforcement of the International Convention on the Rights of People with Disabilities.  Facilitators: MindFreedom President, Celia Brown and MindFreedom Director, David Oaks.

4. Choices In Mental Health.  Developing and supporting humane and truly helpful alternatives to the currently existing harmful mental illness system.  Facilitator: Long-time, well-known organizer and MindFreedom co-founder and board member Janet Foner.
5. How The Law Can Help Fight Forced Treatment.  Fighting the sham legal proceedings resulting in forced drugging and other horrors, such as forced electroshock, by combining the tools of the legal system and grassroots activism.  Facilitator: Noted attorney, James B. (Jim) Gottstein, Esq., of the Law Project for Psychiatric Rights (PsychRights).
6. Open Track.  Inviting all suggestions for other actions by any conference participants to raise topics, ideas or concerns not covered by other conference tracks, especially voices from neglected and marginalized groups.  Facilitator:  Dedicated psychologist and MindFreedom board member, Al Galves.
For more information, contact David Oaks or access the 2005 Action Conference website at http://mindfreedom.org/mindfreedom/action_conference.shtml. 
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