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Recognizing Some
Of Psychiatry’s Errors

Dr. Merc Waldman, a resident In
psychiatric tralning. claims that psy-
chiatry Is as much a sclence as any
medical speclalty [Jan. 5], but his
letter criticizing Grace Ann Inyard's
earller commens [Dec 8] demon-
sirates that somelimes It Is not Sci-
ence demands recogoltion and cor-
recilon of past errors

Mas. Inyard emphasized how loboto-
mies, so perceptively described In
"Lingering Effects of Lobotomies of
40's and 50's" |Nov, 3] were among
psychiatry’s worst errors. Dr. Wald-
man responded by erroneously equat-
Ing Intent with effect and then deny-
ing harmful peychlatric Intent, thus
Ignoring the harm which psychia-
trista had Ia fact Inflicted.

Let us hope Dr, Waldman's super-
visors at Hillside Hospltal-Long Is-
land Jewish Medical Center will some
day teach him also about the Nazl
paychiatrists who murdered (he pa-
Uents they had awom ‘1o heal; the
Saviet paychlatrists who prostituted
their professional skills for political
ends; the CLA. psychiatrists |lke
Prol. Ewen Cameron of Montreal, a
past president of both the American
end World Prychlatric Aszsociatlons,
who destroyed unknowing patlents
with huge amounts of electrothock,
and todey's American psychiatrists,
whose preoccupation with new med)-
catlons has permitted the destruction

;within public psychlatry of continulty

of care and the doctor-patient rela-

Alonship, two indispensible aspects of

elfeclive treatment
NATHANIEL S. LERRMAN, M D.
Roslym
The writer [s retired clintcol director
of the Kingsboro Piychiatric Center
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