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IN THE SUPERIOR COURT FOR Tiffi STATE OF ALASKA 

THIRD JUDICIAL DISTRICT AT ANCHORAGE 

In the Matter of the Protective 
Proceeding of 

BRET BYRON BOHN, 

Respondent 

Case No. 3AN-13-02737 PR 

PROVIDENCE ALASKA 
MEDICAL CENTER'S 

EMERGENCY MOTION 
FOR PERMISSION TO 

TRANSFER BRET BOHN 
TO JOHNS HOPKINS 

dn Monday, December 23, 2013, Johns Hopkins Medicine ('johns Hopkins"), 

an internationally-renown facility located in Baltimore, l\1:aryland, informed Providence Alaska 

Medical Center ('Providence") that it had accepted a transfer of Bret Bohn from Providence 

to Johns Hopkins. Pursuant to i\..S 13.52.140, Providence seeks an immediate order from the. 

Court directing and approving the transfer Mr. Bohn to Johns Hopkins: 1 

Counsel for the State, Mr. Bohn's guardian, and Mr. Bohn's parents have been 

served with a copy of this motion and its exhibits by e-mail 

Accompanying this motion is an affidavit from Heather Brock, ANP. 

Ms. Brock is a mental health specialist and board certified as an adult nurse_. practitioner and as 

a psychiatric-mental health nurse practitioner. (Heather Brock Mfidavit, 1f 2) She has treated 

1 AS 13:52.140 states that ''On petition of a ... health care provider or institution involved with 
the patient's care, the superior court may enjoin or direct a health care decision or order other 
equitable relief. A p.toceeding under this section is governed by AS 13.26.090 - 13.26.320." 
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Mr. Bohn almost continuously since October 23, 2013. Id., ~ 3. lv.fr. Bohn is suffering from 

delirium and altered mental status. Id. There is evidence that he is experiencing seizures, but 

. the cause of those seizures is unknown. Id. at~ 5. lv.fr. Bohn's condition does not appear to 

be due to a psychlattic disorder or to rep~esent an enreme emotional :re~ction to an upsetting 
. . 

.event Id. As Ms. Brock states in her affidavit, lv.fr. Bohn does not have the capacity to make 

health care decisions on his own. Id., ~ 4. 

The doctors and care providers at Providence have conducted numerous tests 

on Mr. Bohn, but have not been able to determine the cause of :M:r. Bohn's condition, and 

· thus cannot formulate the best means of treating his condition. (Heather Brock Affidavit, ~ 6) 

· . · . lv.fr. ~ohn therefore needs to be transferred to a specialized, tertiary hospital that has the 
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ability to conduct additional, specialized testing and treatment that is ~ot available at 

Providence. Id. The only specialty facilities that can provide this additional testing and 

treatment are located outside of Alaska. Id. There is no facility in Alaska that can :pro~de ... 

any higher level of care to Bret than Providence. Id. 
. . 

On. Monday, December 23; 2013, Johns. Hopkins nori.fied Providence that it 

was willing to accept a transfer of :M:r. Bohn to its facility. (Heather B.rock Affidavit, ~ 9) Dr. 

Nicholas Maragakis, an Associate Professor of Neurology at Johns Hopkins, has admitted lv.fr. 

Bohn to Johns Hopkins under his care. Id. :M:r. Bohn has been admitted regardless of his 

insurance status. Id. 

Johns Hopkins is a world-renown medical facility in Baltimore, Maryland that 

can provide the specialized testing and treatment that Mr. Bohn needs. (Heather Brock 
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Affidavit, 1f 7) It is an internationally recognized tertiary facility that has the equipment and 

phySicians to perform the specialized testing and treatment needed by Mr. Bohn. Id. 

Providence contacted Johns Hopkins to request that it accept a transfer of Mr. Bohn to their 

facility so that he can received the specialized testing and treatment that he needs. Id. Ms. 

B.rock has worked with Johns Hopkins for two weekS to a.trange for Mr. Bohn's admission to 

Johr:s Hopkins because lv.fr. Bohn needs the care that he can receive at Johns Hopkins. Id., 

1f 8. 

Transferring Mr. Bohn to Johns Hopkins is medically necessary to treat his 

condition and is in Mr. Bohn's .best interests. (Heather Brock Affidavit, 1f 9) Transferring 1\.:fr. 

Bohn to Johns Hopkins is the next appropriate step medically because Johns Hopkins has the 

ability to both conduct the additional testing that is required to further evaluate the cause of 

Mr. Bohn's condition ?nd. treat the cause of Mr. Bohn's condition. Id. If Bret is not 

transferred to Johns Hopkins, ·there· is substantial that· Providence will not be able to 

determine the cause of Mr. Bohn' s condition and thus effectively treat his condition. I d. 

Moreover, Mr. Bohn's condition continues to decline. (Heather Brock 

Affidavi~ 1f 11) Mr. Bohn inay suffer haim or a decline in liis condition if he is not 

immediately transferred to Johns Hopkins. I d. Immediate· transfer is therefore appropriate to 

give Mr .. Bohn the best opportunity to receive effective treatment .for his condition. Id. 

] ohns Hopkins has stated that a bed in its facility will be available to Mr. Bohn 

on Thursday, December 27th, or Friday, December 28th. (Heather Brock Affidavit, ~ 12) 

Mr. Bohn needs, as a medical necessity, to be physically transferred to Johns Hopkins by life-
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flight on Thursday or Friday. Id. Johns Hopkins is working with Providence to determine the 

logistics of this transfer. Id. 

Failure to immediately authorize the transfer Mr. Bohn to Johns Hopkins will 

adversely affect Mr. Bohn and is. contrary to his best interests. (Heather Brock Affidavit, ~ 13) 

Mt. B_ohn's condition is potentially progressing and treatment should not be delayed 

unnecessarily. Id. If Providence is unable to immediately transfer Mr. Bohn Johns Hopkins, 

.M:t. Bohn may not receive the specialized testing and trea1lnent that his doctors have said he 

needs. ]d. Providence therefore needs immediate approval from the Court to transfer lv.rr. 

Bohn to Johns Hopkins or Mr. Bohn will lose the opportunity to obtain this needed specialty 

testing and. care. I d. 

The Court should immediately authorize the transfer of Mr. Bohn to Johns 

Hopk:.in:s. The transfer is medically necessary and in Mt. Bohn's best interests. 

DATED this 23rd day of December, 2013. 

ATKINSON, CONWAY & GAGNON 
Attorneys for Providence Alaska Medical 

::re< C!--&..:;rj~--
Christophet J. Slottee 
ABA No. 0211055 
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I certify that on December 23, 2013, 
a copy of the foregoing document was sent 
to fue following atto:meys or parties · 
of record by: 

(j Mail 

(}Ecsimile 
( Delivery.· 
( E-1fai1 · · · 

Carolyn Perkins 
900 W. 5th Ave., Ste. 525 
Anchorage, AK 99501 
Fax: 274-0857 
carolyn.perlcins@alaska.gov 

Nevihz Calik-Russell 
1031 W. 4th .Ave., Suite 200 
Anchorage, AK 99501 
Fax: 258-6872 
nevhiz.calik.russell@alaska.gov · 

Elizabeth Russo 
Office of Public Advocacy 
900 W. 5th Ave., Suite 525 
Anchorage, AK 99501 
Fax: 269-3535 
elizabeth.russo@alaska.gov 

~ 
Christopher J. Slottee 

John "Tony" Bove 
Adult Protective Services 
550 W. 8th Ave. 
:Anchorage, AK 99501 
Fax: 269-3688 
;ohn.bove@alaska.gov 

Collene Brady-Dra.gomit 
PO Box 113252 
Anchorage, AK 99501 

Mario L~ Bird 
Ross&Miner 
327 East Fu:eweed Lane, Suite 201 
Anchorage, AK 99503 
Fax: 276-6672 
mlbird@gci.net 
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CHRISTOPHER]. SLOTIEE 
.ATKINSON, CONWAY & GAGNON 
Attorneys for Pro;.ridence .Alaska Medical Center 
420 L Stteet, Suite 500 

· :·Artchorag~ Alaska 99501. 
(907) 276-1700 

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT FOR.THE STATE OF ALAsKA 

TI-ITRD JUDICIAL DISTRICT AT ANCHORAGE 

In the Mattei of the Protective 
Proceeding of 

BRET BYRON BOHN, 

Respondent. 

Case No. 3 ... '\.N-13-02737 PR 

~A~TOFHEATHERBROCK 

STATE OF ALASKA ) 
) ss. 

THIRD JUDICIAL DISTRICT ) 

1. My nameds Heather Brock. I am employed as an Advanced N~e 

Practitioner with Providence Alaska Medical Center \'Ptovidence"). I can testify to the . 

following from my own personal knowledge and 1-eview of records to which I have access in 

carrying out my duties and responsibilities wid1 .respect to Bret Bohn. 

2. I have worked at Prmridence for t:h:tee years. I work .for the Department 

of Psychiatry at Providence Alaska Medical Center. I provide psychiatric consultation services 

fo.t adult patients th.tc)ughout the medical and intensive care units of the hospital. My degrees. 
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are in nursing. I have a bachelor's .degree in nursing a.nd mastec>s degrees in nursing. I am 

board certified as an adult nurse practitioner ·and as a psychiatric-mental health nurse 

practitioner. My specialty is psychosomatic practice, also known as consult-liaison psychiatric 

practice. I haye :worked as an advanced practice nurse practitioner for 11 years. I have been 

licensed by the State of Alaska as an RN Since 1999, and have been licensed as an ANP since 

2002. 

3. I have been prmri.ding care for B.t:et Byron Bohn since October 25;·2013." 

I have examined, evaluated and ts.lked with Mr. Bohn on most of my scheduled ·work days 

since October 23rd. Attached as Exhibit 1 to this affidavit is a true and correct copy of my 

chart notes reflecting my exatrrinations and care of Mr. Bohn from Oqober 23, 201.3 to· 
. . .-. . .. 

December 18, 2013. 

4. !'vfr. Bohn is suffe~ from delirium and altered mental status. Bret's 

condition .rapidly fluctuates, which is typical of deliriui:n. He is confused and has significant 

periods of time where. he cannot understand or ietnember ·:what he is told. Throughout thiS 

~dmission, Bret has not displayed the ability to .make decisions regarding his health care or to. 

care -for himsel£ He does not have the c;apacity to make health· care decisions due to his 

condition. 

5. l\.fr. Bohn's .delirium and altered state is due to an as yet-undetermined 

underlying medical condition~ Thete is evidence that he is experiencing seizures, but the cause 

of those seizures is unknown. His confusion, memory loss, altered refle.'tes, a+tered 

sensorium, :and pattern of speech loss are not symptoms of a psychiatric disorder. He is 

some~es anxious, paranoid, fearful, and sometimes has described hallucinations, but these 
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symptoms ru:e typical in delirium- 1vfr. Bohn's condition does not appear to be due to a 

psychiatric disorder or to represent an extreme emotionalt-eaction to an upsetting event. 
~·' . 

6. The doctors and care pro1riders at Pwv:idence have conducted numerous 

tests on !vir. Bohn, but have not been able to determine the ,underlying cause_ of his. condition, 

and thus cannot formulate the best means of treating his condition. Mr. Bohn therefore 

needs to be transferred to a specialized, tertiary hospital that has . the ability to conduct 

additional, specialized testing and treatment that is not available at Providence. The only 

sf,ecialty facilities that can provide this additional testing and treatment ate located outside of 

. Alaska. There is no facility in Alaska that can provide any higher level of care to Mr. Bohn 

than P.rO'vidence. There are v-ery fe"W facilities with neurologists and physicians specializing in 

symptoms such as the ones that Mr. Bohn is experiencing 

7. Johns ·Hopkins Medicine (johns Hopkins") is a worl<;i-renowned 

~edical facility in Bal:timoie, ~fru:yland that can prodde the special.ize~ testing ancl tteattnent 

that J\.fr~ Bohn needs. It is an intetnationally recognized tertiary facility that has the equipment 

and physicians .. to · perfotm the spedaEzed ~esting: and tr~trhent needed by Mt. Bohn. 

Providence contacted Johns Hopkins to request that it accept a transfer of M:t. Bohn to their 

facility so that he can :r::eceive the specialized testing and treatment that he :needs. 

· 8. Johns Hopkins is in international demand. Patients require case review, 

screening, and approval before they can be accepted for transfer. Ivir. Bohn is without· health 

care coverage, and although this has not been a barrier to his care here or there, his situation 

did requite additional advocacy and coordination. I and the family medicine team have been 

working with Johns Hopkins for o•rer two weeks to review I\fr. Bohn1
S case and Mr. Bohn's 
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appropriateness for admission to Johns Hopkins because Mr. Bohn has appeared to .requite a 

very specialized level of care. 

9. On Monday, December 23, 2013, johns Hopkins notified PM-ridence 

that it was wiil:ing to accept a transfer of Mr. Bohn to its facility. Dr. NiCholaS Mara.gakis., an 

Associate Professor of Neurology at Johns Hopkins, has admitted .Mr. Bohn to Johns 

Hopkins under the Depru:tment ofNeurology. !v:fr. Bohn has been admitted regardless of his 

insurance status due to the severity of his illness. 

10. Tnmsferring Mr. Bohn to· Johns Hopkins is medically necessary to treat 

his condition and is in :Mr. Bohn's best interests. Transferring Mr. Bohn to Johns Hopkins is 

the neJ..'t appropriate step meclicaiiy because, as a tertiary facility, that inst:itutio~ has the ability 

to both perfottn the advanced testing that is: required to further ~aluate the cause of IVfr. 

Bohn's condition and then treat the cause of :M.r. Bohn's condition. If :M:r. Bohn is not 

ttansfetted to Johns Hopkins, the.re is substantial likelihood that _Prmridence will not be able 

to determine the cause of Bret's condition and thus effectively treat his condition. 

11.- · Additionally, Mr. Bohn's condition continues to decline. Prompt 

transfer is therefore ·appropriate to give Mr. Bohn the bes~ opportunity to receive effective 

treatment for his condition. Jv!r. Bohn may suffer harm or a decline in his concli.tion if he is 

not immediately transf¢tted to Johns Hopkins. 

12 Johns Hopkins has sta.t~d. that a bed m its facility will be available to 111:. 

Bohn on Thursday, December 27th, ot Friday, December 28th.. l\.ir. Bohn requires medical 

transfer as he is not appropriate or stable for commercial air travel. Johns Hopkins is \vor~g 

w.ith Ptovidence to detettnine the logistics of this transfer. 
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13. 1\ir. Bohn's condition require~ a4diti.onal treatment and testing. That 

· tteatment and testing need to be done by a specialty facility such as Johns Hopkins. 1vb:. 

J}ohn's conclirion is potenriaily progressing and further evaluation and treatment should not 

be delayed unnecessarily. Providence is continuing further studies and treatment while this 

transfer is pending.· If Providence is unable to immediately transfer M.r. Bohn to johns 

Hopkins, 1vfr. Bohn may. not· recehre the more specialized testing and treatment that his 

doctors have said he needs. Providence therefore needs immediate approval from the Court 

to ttan.Sfer M.t. Bohn to Johns Hopkins or .Mr. Bohn will lose the opportunity to obtain this 

needed specialty testing and care. 

DATED this 23rd day of December. 2013. . :1 

SUBSCRIBED AND SWORN TO before me this 23.td day of December; 
2013: 

AFFIDA '1T OF HEATHER BltOCK 

N;tary Public in and for A~ska 
My· Commission EA."Pires: teb · f4, 2..0 Lf 

,. . ,. .•J.• 4,~~~~~~~ ........ 
. .... · OFFICIAL S5AL 
. . · :; .. NOTARY PUBUC 

.·· ~ . State of Alaska 
. · .. , ~T£PHANIE TASKER 

• • , J _;;: : ~-w~I!UIO!""~~..,MFebrn,?14,v;2&1~rr! . , . .. ..-'"'..., .. ~ .... 
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