


Psychosurgery as Brain-disabling Therapy 323

prohibition on psychosurgery for prisoners, involuntary mental patients, incom
petents, and children.'·'" To these prohibitions should be added the warning
that psychosurgery, by its nature, is damaging to the highest mental filculties.
Even without human studies, animal research provides sufficient warning to ban
its experimental or clinical use on human beings.

I have not dealt with the legal, ethical, and political ramifications of
brain-damaging therapeutics, which I have reviewed extensively in other
sources. 14,16-19

In brief, I do not believe that brain mutilation will ever be an ethical
approach to solving human problems. * Nor do I believe that the general
principle of brain-damaging therapeutics should receive continued acceptance in
any form. Those who wish to continue experimenting with these devastating
alternatives should limit their research wholly to animals. From the very
beginning psychosurgeons have ridiculed the idea that the human brain deserves
special consideration ali the organ most responsible for human nature and human
values. If the brain does not deserve this consideration, then human life itself is
demeaned and loses value.
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