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Canadians' lawsuit
in CIA brarnwashrng
to begin this week
WASHINGTON CP - A court

room battle opens Tuesday that
will pit the CIA against eight Cana
dians who say they were unwitting
human guinea pigs in brainwash
ing experiments that left them im
paired for life.
The trial in U.S. District Court, is

expected to last several weeks and
produce mountains of conflicting
testimony on a core question: Were
the Canadians victims of "reck
less" and "negligent" behavior by
the Central Intelligence Agency?
Or were they patients of a well-

meaning psychiatrist whose work
fell within acceptable mediëal
standards at the time and hap
pened to be partially paid for by
theClA?
The Canadians are suing for $1

million U.S. each, on grounds they
were patients at the Allan Memori
al Institute in Montreal during a
1957-60 period in which the CIA se
cretly financed psychiatric experi
ments by Dr. Ewen Cameron as
part of a program to collect infor
mation on military brainwashing
and interrogation techniques.
The CIA involvement was re

vealed in 1977 by the New York
Times.

In a pre-trial submission, the
Canadians' Washington lawyer
James Turner argued the CIA
acted recklessly and negligently by
failing to ensure research it paid
for was not harmful to Cameron's
patients; failing to adhere to medi
cal, scientific and professional
standards in backing the experi
ments; and failing to notify pa
tients they were subjects of CIA-
sponsored experiments.
Hanging over the case is the

knowledge that Cameron's worjc
was also supported by the. Can'a:
dian government in the 1950s an4 -

early 1960s, something the CM.
cites in its defence as evidence tWa
psychiatrist's t ork was "suital4?
for backing.
A report, written by format.

Conservative MP George Coopè?
said Ottawa bore no legal or moiá1
responsibility for the brainwashing
experiments carried out ±y
Cameron, who died in 1967.
Turner conceded that the report,

which the CIA has filed as an
exhibit with the court, was a blow
to the Canadians' case.

"It the report is the worst albã
tross the Canadian governm
could have hung around my n
and it's still dragging us dowti,'
said Turner.
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JAMES TURNER: Says Ottp4
wa's support of research will
be an "albatross" in court. :tc.



1 tic for Canada's brainwashed guinea pigs
By Don Weitz
fljj fight for justice and repara
tipps for the Canadian victims of
Dr. Ewen Cameron's brainwash
ing experiments in the 1950s and
1960s is far from over, it's escalat
ing but with no help from the
Canadian and U.S. governments
that co-funded his psychiatric
atrocities.
In the late `50s and early `60s,

pych1atrist Cameron was one of
the Central Intelligence Agency's
CIA more prominent and willing
collaborators in a secret mind-
control project. Cameron was al
ready experimenting with some
dangerous mind-control tech
niques when the Society for the
Study of Human Ecology, a CIA
front group, approached him and
funded his research from 1957 to
i960.
His base was the Allan Memori

al Institute in Montreal; he was its
first director and was soon hailed
as the father of Canadian psychia
try.
Cameron developed a unique

and torturous arsenal of experi
mental weapons. They include4
massive electroshock; high doses
of experimental drugs, such as
LSD, Scopolamine and Thorazine;
drug-Induced comas lasting one to
three months; sensory depriva
tion; and solitary confinement.
Except for electroshock and a

few drugs, none of these treat
ments was widely practised or ap
proved in psychiatry. Also,
Cameron didn't bother to obtain
consent from his guinea-pig pa
tients,
Electroshock was the linchpin of

Cameron's brainwashing re
search. He usually shocked his pa
tients 60 to 100 times, if not more,
within a two or three month peri
od. As a result, virtually all suffer
ed massive and permanent memo
ry loss and brain damage.
Cameron euphemistlc4ly label

led this electrical assault on the
train "depatterning." After he

had depatterned his patients,
Cameron then used psychic driv
ing, one of his more diabolical
inventions, which involved replay
ing emotionally charged, taped
messages from therapy sessions
hundreds of thousands of times
while his patients were heavily
drugged or immobilized. For
example, Vejjna Orlikow, wife of
NDP MP David Orlikow, was forc
ed to listen to this message thou
sands of times: "You are a bad
mother. You are a bad wife."
Cameron believed the driving

would somehow repattern patients
to act and think conventionally.
He was wrong. Today, most of his
depatterned patients still suffer
nightmares of his treatment and
are unable to concentrate, remem
ber or work. Some attempted sui
cide.
The Canadian government was

Cameron's senior funding partner.
The department of national health
and welfare generously gave him
more than $00,000 in grants from
1950 to 1964, some of which fund

ed his brainwashing experiments.
The CIA gave Cameron roughly
$65,000 to $85,000.

In December, 1980, nIne Cana
dian victims launched a multi-mil
lion dollar lawsuit against the CIA.
Each is suing for $1 million for
malpractice. After seven years of
pretrial litigation chiefly caused
by CIA delays and stonewalling
tactics, the victims' case will
finally be heard in a U.S. Federal
Court June 7.

The victims and their lawyers,
Joseph Rauh, Jr. now retired and
James C. Turner, have no doubt
Cameron's experiments were
unethical and barbaric by any
standard of medical care. They
also have no doubt that Cameron
seriously violated the 1947 Nurem
berg Code of medical ethics, on
which he was a consultant, by fail
ing to obtain consent from his re
search subjects and by failing to
warn them of the research-treat
ment risks.

Nevertheless, the Canadian gov

ernment, the Canadian Psychiat
ric Association and the American
Psychiatric Association still false
ly claim that Cameron did nothing
wrong, nothing unethical at the
time.
On Feb. 11, the Canadian gov

ernment added insult to injury.
External Affairs Minister Joe
Clark announced that the govern
ment was giving each victim $20,-
000 toward their legal costs. This
amount won't even cover one-
fourth of their legal bills. Besides,
the $20,000 obviously does not in
clude any compensation or repa
rations for the victims' disabilities
and suffering.
Further, the government con

veniently neglected to consider
paying an "ex gratia payment" of
$100,000 to each victim, which for
mer Tory MP George Cooper
recommended in his 1986 report
on the Canadian government's
legal and moral responsibilities to
the victims.

Reaction to the government's
$20,000 payoff was fast and fun-
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ous. Psychiatry professor Harve3
Weinstein, son of 82-year-old vie
tim Louis Weinstein, was deepl
hurt and angry: "It's telling th
Canadian people that my father'
life was worth $20,000. My fathez
had no life since age 49."

Public protests, political pres
sure and the threat of more law
suits might force the governmen
to come up with an "ex gratia'
payment pf $100,000 for each 0:

the eight surviving victims, bu
don't bet on it. The Canadian gov
ernment has been traditionall
insensitive to victims of thi
psychiatric system for man:
years.

And imagine this cruel irony -
the courts award all the victim
substantial damages, but they'vi
already died. Victim Florenci
Langleben was in her 60s when shi
died a little over a year ago.

0 Don Weitz is a freelanci
writer, researcher and advocati
for psychiatric patients' rights.
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C.I.A. I'IearSettlement ofLawsuit
BySubjects ofMind-Control Tests

WAS}INGTON, Oct. 5 -- The Central
Intelligence Agency appears to be
close to settling a lawsuit filed by nine
Canadians who sought compensation
after discovering they had been unwit
ting subjects In mipd-control experi
ments, some involviUg LSD.
Lawyers with knowledge of the case

said today that the C.I.A. had agreed to
pay nearly $750,000 to the Cqnadlans,.
who were patients In the 1950's of Dr.
D. Ewen Cameron, a pychiatrlst at
McGill University in Montreal.
Documents that became public in the

late 1970ts showed that the C.I.A. had
used private medical research founda
tions as a conduit for a 25-year, multi-
million-dollar research program to
learn how. to control the human mind.

A Series of Experiments

Through one of the foundations, the
agency funneled tens of thousands of
dollars to Dr. Cameron to pay for an
array of experiments that Involved
LSD, electroshock therapy and a proce
dure known as' "psychic driving," in
which patients listened to a recorded
message repeatedly for up to 16 hours.
Lawyers announced a tentative set

Uement of the 1980 lawsuit during a
hearing today in Federal District Court
In Washington.

Officials of the Justice Department,
which Is representing the C.LA. in the
litigation, said the settlement is subject
to approval by senior aides to Attorney
General Dick Thornburgh, a process
that could take several days or weeks.
James C. Turner, a lawyer for the

plaintiffs, said In an jnterview that the
settlement "proved no part of our Gov
ernment Is above the law."

"1 thInk the whole thesis of our case
was that this program of human sub-

ject experimentation was shot through
with negligent and callous diregard of
the welfare of the subjects," he added.
"It's an ends-justifying-the-means
mentality that I hope we've seen the
last of.".

Bill Devine, a spokesman for the
C.I.A., said today that "any settlement,
If approved, would not represent a con
cession of liability on the part of the
agency; the agency has consistently
maintained that its actions were appro
priate at the time."
Asked why, in that case, the agency

had agreed to the tentatkve settlement,
Mr. Devine said, "We just believe it's
in everybody's Interest to resolve it at
thistime."

The C.I.A. used a front organization
called the Society forthe Investigation
of Human Ecology to help jxty for the
work of Dr. Cameron, a psychiatrist
who directed the Allan Memorial Insti
tute in Montreal. Dr. Cameron died In
1967.
The money was provided to Dr.

Cameron as part of the C.l.A.'s effort in
the 1950's and 60's to develop drugs or
techniques that could control human
behavior. The campaign was encour
aged by the conviction of some officials
that the Soviets and Chinese had devel
oped brainwashing and mind-control
devices.

Patients of Dr. Cameron were sub
jected to a regimen that Included
heavy doses of LSD and barbiturates,
the application of powerful electric
shocks two or three times a day, and
prolonged periods of drug-induced
sleep. According to Government
records, the patients and their rela
tives were not told they were taking
part in experiments.

By PHILIP SLIENON
Special to The New York Times
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