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,choticpatients to a, 1200~bed InEmtaLho{' ,
at, North Battleford, 100 :,mil\3s,,>distant.~;J.1'9·
several" years, " that ,hospital has ;::contaip""

, about 275 Saskatoon 'residentsanq. '~*,phi.;y.~'
has admitted" 125-150 ,acute, psychotics::ffo

" that city. For the'past 6,monthsmost,:o(th
, patients; certified as mentally ill in Saskato!)"
instead of going as, formerly to North,Battl
ford ,have" peen, re-routed, tO,a psychiatri
,ward in a, general hospitaL right ,in. the{¢i
of Saskatoon. Here they received intensiV
therapy and, with few,; exceptibns';,.retUrile'
to their homes within~O days; they are po
bei~g followed through a modified, progra .
of home care., It is too soon tq report' whethe
this policy< is good or bad put that is"notth:
point; enough to say that,,' at- presellt.:fth ~

program is radi<;ally ,changing the~bltisti~t

the hospitalization', of "psych,otics from .,Sa,s~<

toon. This emphasizes the fact that th'ere;; "
mimy ways of looking after, psyohotics ,!'oth
than ,in chronic mental hospitals.\;..).;,i;~!;Ui~{~~
" In, conclusion: Whether one' appfove~~'()

the mental hospitals and whether vie ultimatel
continue to have such instituti6ns,the",;pom
is, we now have, them, and should learn ·:fto
them. Studies such· as those >camedi.,out'"b
Drs. Brill and Epstein do much to increase '0 '

understanding of mental '-illness. ,'
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y:;~'~",'d~~w,and "the advertisuig'"
',mpanied, the' drugs. ',:':,'" ':' ,,' ',' , ,
'jlike. to mention some ,of the disad-
~. . r·"· ..
"', u~illg hospital' population changes
s~ 'aiug , effectiveness< Despite ' an

'ilarity in hoSpitalization changes in
~d,:evlm"though' the:drop always
'the increased use 'of drugs, it must
.ar thatother factors are involvedI'n

ihtl population' change. To illus­
fto"compare the rates in Sashtche­

1,<thoseofOritano duriiig 'a 25-year
'fom 1932 :to1958~ the'resident 'rate
'60 ooubledin Saskatchewan mental
, 277, to 512), whereas the 'rate in
r'thksaineperiod; 'remained almost
increaSing, only from" 334 to 380).
lobi.l,' social and" economic factors
fI"mor{ difference thll:n did drugS.
b\lidence"of the~ future changes that'
piaqe 'ill' mental, hospital statistics

, sud-i' projects as the' Worthing'
~;:::Wher~'thechronic~patie:h~ load
at 'a,' miniumnl by home' care' and
t'treat;ment. ,:, ':, " " ,,'
'er illu,stration of deh~erately chang­
al ,statistics by piaImed policY' I
)<fdeseribe 'aprojed in'Saskatoon, a
";000 peopl~ which sends its psy-


