

















Organization’s ICD-10, which includes a 1-month du-
ration-of-illness requirement for the diagnosis of
schizophrenia (71).

In conclusion, the present meta-analysis of the litera-
ture on outcome in schizophrenia through the twentieth
century indicates that diagnostic criteria have had a

consistent and predictable impact on outcome before
and during the era of modern biomedical therapeutics.
Notable trends include-a significant recent downturn in
the likelihood of a favorable outcome with the advent
of DSM-III and changes in the provision of psychiatric
services to psychotic persons, such that outcome is now
approaching levels reported prior to the 1950s, despite
the availability of modern treatment. It is not surprising
that the use of diagnostic criteria for schizophrenia
which require a relatively prolonged psychotic illness,
and perhaps imply chronicity, has led to finding a less
favorable long-term outcome. In addition to an effect
of broad versus narrow diagnosis, the results of this
analysis support a favorable impact of modern treat-
ment, particularly the use of neuroleptic agents.
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